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The following is the autobiography of H.O. 
Wood, P.L.S., O.L.S., which has been 
reproduced without regard  to spelling and 
gram atical errors, from  a pencil account 
in one of Mr. Wood’s field books, (now in 
the possession of F airhall and Moffat, 
O ttawa)
Mr. Wood was licensed to practice as a 
P.L.S. in 1855 and m aintained an office a t 
Billings Bridge, now a suburb of Ottawa, 
from  1855 to 1899. In 1892, he was 
registered as an Ontario Land Surveyor. 
Mr. Wood died in 1901.

I, Henry Osborne Wood, the eldest son of 
Leonard Wood and his wife M argaret 
Cook, both descendants of Unighted Loyal 
E m pires was born in Cornwall (Canada) 
on the 30th day of Decem ber A.D. 1827.

Moved with m y paren ts and young sister 
on E% Lot 35 in 6th Con. of Osgoode in 
M arch 1831.

Lot 35 in said 6th Con. was a free gran t to 
my fa th e r’s Uncle Stephen Wood (as 
U.L.E.) who gave m y father a g ran t of the 
EVz of said lot in 1830. My father and his 
uncle in the fall of 1830 left Cornwall with 
what provisions they could conveniently 
carry  and each an axe and proceeded on 
foot through alm ost a dence forrest to EVz 
of said lot 35 in 6th COn. of Osgoode where 
they succeeded in clearing a sm all piece of 
land and erecting a sm all shanty ready to 
move in the following spring. Which we did 
in M arch 1831, in the following sum m er we

lost our sm all shanty and all contents by 
fire.

F rom  this until I was 20 years of age I 
assisted m y father in clearing and 
cultivating the farm  and ocasionly going to 
school in winter. Until 1847. I then went to 
school to an elderly Englishm an who 
taught 5 m iles from m y home but at the 
end of a year our s.section employed a 
m an to teach, “an old country surveyor” , 
well posted in Geometry, M etham atics, 
triganom etry, etc. I attended his school for 
about 2 years besides taking extry  lessons 
from him  at every opportunity.

Being very strongly advised by friends 
to go with a surveyor by the nam e of 
George Bruce, he being very clever, I went 
to his place of residance in the Township of 
Osnaburg—thence (with him) to Cornwall 
Town, got a lawer to draw  writings, signed 
them . We started  for Osgoode where he 
had some work to do. After running a fiew 
lines in Osgoode and Russell Townships. 
We then went to work in the Township of 
Cam bridge (very nearly all a dence 
w ilderness) to run out 18 side lines for a 
lum berm an. We were to put up in a  lum ber 
shanty. In the morning Mr. Bruce, I and 4 
or 5 axe m en went to where the nearest line 
was to be run. He opened up a portion of 
the Con. line by cutting out the brushwood 
so that he could see the old blaze line trees 
for the distance of 3, 4 or 5 chains from 
which he took his bearings to run the side 
lines. He then sat up 2 pickets and left m e 
to run the line. He gave m e a list of the 
lines to be run, and sta ted  tha t he was 
going to s ta r t the rest for m e to finish. The 
instrum ents he used w ere a  sextant or a 
sm all pocket com pass for m easuring 
angles.

I saw no m ore of “m y boss” until the 
work was done, he and the owner of the 
shanty returned about m idnight with a 
of venasin and jug off whiskey. The next 
m orning was w arm  and pleasant, about 8 
in. of soft snow. I was anxious to leave but 
did not succeed until noon and m ade about 
10 m iles to where an old french m an and 
his wife lived in an old lum ber shanty. We 
got leave to rem ain  for the night, supper & 
b reakfast all for $1 V2, the old lady m ade a 
shake-dow of old rugs, blankets, etc., for a 
bed on the floor without feet too a bright 
blazing fire, which I expected to enjoy in a 
good sound sleep, but alas I was sadly 
disappointed. I was aroused out of my 
sleep by m y boss geting up and tumbling 
over all our bedding and cursing that he 
was robed of his money and that he would 
have revenge before he would leave. I had 
an exciting tim e for a while but finaly I 
restored  order and proposed a thorough 
search for the purse and money and on 
doing so we found tha t he had poked it

inside of his coat, vest and shirt (under his 
a rm ).

Next morning we s ta rted  about 10 a.m. 
and landed that evening in the village of 
Duncanville (Township of Russell) where 
m y friend could get all the whiskey he 
chose to drink as long as he paid for it. I 
rem ained with him for 3 days trying to get 
him  soblered up and to go to work as there 
was any am ount of surveying required 
among the farm ers, but failing to do so I 
cam e to the conclusion tha t m y chances 
was anything but incuraging to learn 
surveying, so I went home to m y father’s 
in Osgoode and after rem aining for some 
while I went with m y father to Bytown and 
seing Robt. Bell, P.L.S., an old friend, 
engaged with him and s ta rted  up the 
O ttawa to join a surveying party  that were 
m aking a survey of the Opeongo Road, 
F eb ruary  1852. I got a place as first chain 
m an until the survey w as complete (about 
2 m onths). I then worked in the office and 
ran  side lines in Osgoode where it was laid 
out with double fronts and the early  set
tlers got their lines run with the compas 
but when Robt. Bell P.L.S. com menced to 
run legal lines by taking the bearings from 
the governing line which would upset all 
the lines already  run, there was a meeting 
called and desided to have a special Act 
past to have the side lines run from  post to 
post th a t is all laid out in the double front 
system  (4 ,5 ,6 ,7 ,8  & 9 Con.).

Whilst serving m y apprenticeship I laid 
out a portion of the M atawa Road. Ran an 
exploring line from  the G reat Opeongo 
Lake to Lake Nipising (60 m iles) thence 
scaled on the ice around the easterly  side 
to the outlet of the lake (F rench  River).

In running the above exploring line, I 
calculated that a certain  distance I would 
cross a  stream  (Am able de Font) where I 
had aranged  with a p arty  to m eet me with 
supplies to ca rry  on the work but we had 
run the distance in the tim e calculated but 
no s tream  and a las no supplyes. In the 
m orning we walked on to the stream  {V2 
m ile) to have our breakfast but to our 
sorrow there  was no breakfast for us so our 
only a lternative was to go back the was we 
cam e, 5 days including V2 d ay ’s search on 
about 4 lbs. pork and 2 lbs. brine (or beans) 
for 11 m en. In addition to this, the 2nd day 
we had one partirij, 3rd day 2, 4th day 1, 
5th day no gam e to be seen until 3 p.m. 
when there w as 4 p artirij bagged. We were 
for cooking a t once but I proposed to go on 
for an hour and if the party  I expected are 
on the ir con tract we would be to them  by 4 
p.m. and a t tha t tim e to our joy we heard 
the axe m en at work. We rem ained with 
them  one day and two nights, then 3 days 
landed us a t Dugles consisting one hotel, 
blacksm ith shop and g rist mill. Thence to 
Renfrew  and so on to By town. I did not 
return  to com plete the exploring until the 
following F ebruary . When I got m y gang of
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10 men and two team  we sta rted  for the 
Matawa via Pembroke taking us 9 days to 
reach the Matawa (it snowed m ore or less 
for this 9 days) so that we had to discharge 
the teams and pack on snow-shoes for 
about 70 miles which we accom plished in 
3V2 days to where I left off m y line, near 
the Amable du Font. I then continued my 
line of Lake Nipising making in all 60 m iles 
from the Narrows on the great Opeongo 
Lake to the southerly bay of Nipising. In 
continuing my exploring line w esterly we 
were obliged to use snow-shoes, the snow 
being very light and fully 4 feet deep. I got 
orders to explore the easterly  shore of the 
Lake as long as the ice would ca rry  then to 
forward supplies left a t M attawa to an 
island about 2 miles from  shore, to build a 
store house and store away supplies as 
secure as possible as they are  to be used in 
the fall. I did so and then left for Bytown. 
Where on ariving in June 1 found m y case 
in a bad shape. The m an tha t aranged with 
me was allowing my 75 cents per day and 
expenses up until the end of m y ap
prenticeship when if I would rem ain  and 
finish the work I would be allowed $4 per 
day and expenses and that he would m eet 
me at Pembroke when he would pay off the 
men, etc. but when I arived in Pem broke 
there was no word of Mr. A.H. Sims 
(Superintendent of Pem broke & M atawa 
Colonization Roads). I borrowed enough 
to take 6 of us to Bytown where I was in
formed that Mr. Sims was in Quebeck and

was expected up every day. I went to 
work in his office from day to day as I still 
was anxious about him. He would write 
m e ocationaly and state tha t he would be 
up on a serta in  day. He would write the 
sam e to his brother-in-law, so finaly his 
brother-in-law (A.J. Russell) went to see 
after him  and found tha t he was com
pletely out of his mind. So tha t I never got 
a settlem ent with him and therefore lost 
all tha t I ever earned with him and had to 
borrow $100 to go to Toronto attend the 
board of exam iners. I passed the board 
and lost no tim e to earn  the money 
borrowed. In July A.D. 1856 the survey of 
subdividing the Township of Brudenell, 
after I surveyed the Township of Lyndock, 
part of the Tp of Allis and Mayo besides 
several other sm aller surveys for the 
government.

After completing the survey of 
Brudenell, I returned to Ottawa (14 Feb. 
1857) in the evening, had my cam p 
equipage, etc. stored in an old biliard room 
(surveying instrum ents, cloathing, etc., in 
fact all exepting the clothes on my back 
and m y velice in which I had my rough 
field notes of my survey). My notes were 
stored aw ay with the others but had them  
brot in for to get some a /c ’s out, and inside 
of 2 hours the whole prem ises were bur
ned.

I then ordered of Trouton and Sims a 6

inch theodolite with the latest im
provem ents, an artificial horizon and 
large spyglass.

I have run about 3000 m iles of picket line, 
exclusive of Township surveys, 
colonization roads, exploring lines and a 
large extent of drainage. For the last 3 
years I have not been able to survey but 
very little on account of catarck  growing 
on my eyes.

F ro m  1855 I continued my profession up 
until 1899 when my sight faled. I find that 
my local work such as side lines and 
sub d iv id in g  farm s (not including 
governm ent surveys, drainage, etc.) 
am ounts to very close on 3000 miles.

Since we’re a little late, 

it’s nearly time to wish you all 
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